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Concepts for Social and Cultural Theories
The section covers various cultural aspects by giving examples in a well-choreographed manner. The reading about the influx of well-dressed immigrants in America in the year 1910, a majority being males, gave me the impression that such a setup would result in the formation of new cross-cultural families amongst the immigrants and also the Native Americans. The smart immigrants made me think of their initial backgrounds and why they migrated to the USA in the first place. Their dressing makes the impression that they are economically stable, even compared to some of the Native Americans. To add, the initial findings by the United States Commission that was appointed by the US Congress to look into the matters of immigrants revealed that the old immigrants were more intelligent and quickly assimilated into US culture, unlike the new immigrants who were perceived as less intelligent and incapable of being absorbed and did not make tangible contributions towards the US economy. Nevertheless, I was puzzled by the new revelation that the new immigrants were exceptionally better in there households and cleanliness with less criminal records. In most cases, immigrants are perceived to be economically unstable and vulnerable when it comes to cultural fission, but the immigrants, especially the Jews, were adamant about such changes. 
Additionally, the chapter has impacted me in several significant ways. One of them is the fact that all societies have structures just like the typical physical features rich in culture, which influence people's behaviors. An excellent is that age composition can change someone’s behavior. In other words, they will behave differently if grouped in different age groups. It was compelling to note that stratification (which is among the aspects of social structures) is influenced by power, property, and prestige. A caste is a stratification level that is much determined by parents. I noted that every individual is born ascribed to a particular rank independent of talents and opportunities. For instance, a child of a president will automatically acquire the upper-class social status (an ascribed status) from the first day onwards with the rare opportunity of enjoying the privileges that come along with such an upper class. I received the revelation by Mark Granovetter about social networks as a surprise. The claim that in terms of social networks, a distant acquaintance offers more and reliable job information than close friends was unexpected. I also learned that it is not wise to stay dumb to unfamiliar people, for they may have an amicable solution to some of your troubles. Mark claims that many people acquire jobs through individuals they casually conversed with.  Weak ties (distant ties) have been known to be effective in the spread of information while strong relationships (close ties, i.e., friends and relatives) are good at the exertion of influence.
Another significant point to note is that societies have varied cultural norms and values which influence people’s behavior in various ways and with varied interpretation. The statement implies that some standards in one community can be a vice in another community. For instance, some African communities practice hostility to strangers, a practice that is culturally acceptable to such cultures. The method is perceived by those cultures founded on Christian grounds to be unethical and prohibited. Another simple example is that in the American culture, it is culturally ethical to look into the eyes of whoever is addressing you as a way of confirming honesty. Such a practice amounts to disrespect on some other cultures, for example, in the Chinese culture, such a stance would amount to disrespect.
The chapter also enlightened me to learn that there exists no culture that holds all its authentic cultural values. Globalization has resulted in a lot of mingling of people from various cultural backgrounds, which, through interactions, leads into assimilation. In this case, assimilation is the exchange of cultures amongst different societies. Everyone borrows some aspects of the other culture that best suits his/her cultural setting. Multiculturalism (several varied cultures in one geographical environment) has created a rich cultural mosaic marked with fabric full of many cultures laced together to the extent of lacking the original identity. Despite the efforts and effects of assimilation, many individuals preserve some of their most significant subcultures borrowed from their ancestral backgrounds, for instance, moral values and religious beliefs. A substantial number of immigrants in the USA still practice their ancestral religions, for example, Hinduism and Judaism. The said aspect complicates the assimilation processes for the difference in cultural norms and practices form rigid obstacles to cultural transformation.
Also, the chapter made a positive impact on me by revealing that cultures that embrace education gain a lot on social platforms. Education enables individuals from such cultures to enhance their social mobility through the securing of jobs based on their relevant and needed skills. Such cultures also enjoy cultural autonomy. A good example is the Jews whose religious background values education. The Jews traveled to the USA well equipped with rich educational contexts, for instance, training, the relevant experience and technical skills that were on high demand during the economic growth of the USA. On the other hand, the Italians did not value education and hence could not secure reasonable employments, unlike the Jews.
I always thought of social stratification in terms of power and property. Little did I know that language use can also be used in the forming of social strata. The chapter discusses how social stratification in Canada also considers language use. In Canada, an average English Canadian has a higher ascribed status compared to an average French Canadian, a notion that has led to the settling of the French Canadians in the south to form their social comfort zone.
During the class discussion, I would like to explore various themes and issues borrowed from this chapter. One of the topics is about prejudice and discrimination. Prejudice can be described as a negative perception or belief towards another person. In contrast, discrimination can be described as the sidelining of an individual or a group of people based on some social or biological status branded on them. The chapter highlights how the Jews, despite their necessary skills on the American job market, were restricted in geographical enclaves in ghettos and with limited interactions with the white Americans. My point of focus will be .despite the several legislation put in place to bar such social injustices, to what extent is social discrimination rampant in the USA. I will put much weight on issues to do with the social relationship between the blacks and the people of color and also feminism.
Another significant theme that I would like to cover is cultural assimilation. It is vivid that contemporary cultures have lost their originalities and formed modern cultures that have images of other borrowed cultural norms and values. American cultures are indeed mosaic by nature. My point of focus will be ascertaining the culture that is deeply rooted amongst the majority of Americans. Also, I would like to unearth the subcultures that were suppressed by other cultures and the possible reasons for such happenings. I will also look at how social stratification has been affected by the empowerment of individuals through education and engagement in business activities. The blacks and other immigrants will be put under these lenses.
To some extent, social discrimination is still evident in America, especially against blacks and women in some segments of society (Ehrlich 2018). The fact has also led to regional segregation where blacks dominate some American regions while other regions are dominantly white. Currently, American dishes have become a mixture of food from various s backgrounds, for instance, African, American, and Italian delicacies, which are enjoyed by Americans irrespective of their subcultures. In terms of social stratification, education seems to have empowered many Blacks and women to rise through ranks and acquire a higher esteemed social status in society, unlike before (Logan 2018). These are the aspects that I would like to explore in detail during discussions.
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